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33	  2018 Holiday Gift Guide This year’s annual Holiday Gift  
Guide features a perfect gift for everyone on your list, and  
you can feel good knowing that these gifts are doing good!

34	  Kids & Family Pamper the people you adore with these  
gifts for playing, relaxing and enjoying the day

36	 The Home From a handblown vase that doubles as a candle 
holder to sustainably made raffia placemats by artisans in 
Morocco, here are the latest great gifts this season

38	 Workout Warrior Perfect gifts for anyone focused on health 
and fitness, and up-to-the-minute wellness lifestyle moves

40	 The Stylista For the stylish one in your life, a range of gifts—
practical and whimsical—that will excite and delight!

42	  The Man These smart gifts show there’s a lot more to give the 
men in your life besides socks, mugs and neckties

44	 The Wanderer Anyone who loves to travel knows the 
experience is always so much better if you have the right stuff

46	 The Foodie For those who enjoy good food, served  
in the company of friends and family, here are some tasty— 
and tasteful!—gifts

48	 The Mindful Here are some great gifts for the mindful

50	 The Beauties From luxurious skincare sets to deluxe makeup 
kits, you can cross all natural beauty lovers off your holiday 
shopping list with these fantastic finds

55	  Animal Lovers Gifts for those who love nature and our animal 
friends and want to help support them

The Cover
Deplar Farm, a converted 
sheep farm on Troll 
Peninsula in northern 
Iceland, is the perfect place 
for an utterly unforgettable 
experience, where, when 
the sky is clear, the Aurora 
Borealis (Northern Lights), 
reveal themselves in all their 
glory. “Land of the Vikings,” 
page 16.
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rejuvenate

Deplar Farm is a converted sheep farm in the Fljót Valley, 
on Troll Peninsula, way up in northern Iceland, about as far 
north as you can go before you hit Greenland. It is a fairytale 
place, where brilliant hanks of wild, wheat-colored grasses 
sprout from the rolling tundra, thick and glossy as the blonde 
manes of the Icelandic horses grazing nearby. Plump sheep dot 
the hills, where there are few trees, since the Vikings cut them 
down centuries ago, and they’ve never grown back. When it 
snows, the sky turns white and melds seamlessly with the 
edges of the earth, which can be disorienting, until you adjust 
to feeling like you’re on the inside of a ping pong ball. 

But no matter what the weather—which is beautiful, much 
of the time—the mantra at Deplar is this: “There is no such 
thing as bad weather, only bad clothes.” And guests don’t need 
to worry. The extremely knowledgeable, well-credentialed and  
charming guides will get you kitted out so that you can take a 
long walk on a black lava beach strewn with chunks of blue ice 
from a glacier that just moved in. Or go heli-skiing, from either 
of two helipads, where you may be the very first human to ski 
down a remote slope. They’ll take you whale watching in the 

fjords, fly fishing, fat-bike riding, hiking, or even surfing— 
in a wetsuit —nearby! Nothing is impossible at Deplar, where 
the guides create unique and thrilling bespoke experiences.

And, at the end of an active day, guests unwind in the 
beautiful Nordic spa (with an Isopod flotation tank), and take 
a hot/cold plunge in the Viking sauna. Even if the surrounding 
mountaintops are covered in snow, you’ll want to soak 
outdoors in the geothermal pool (90 percent of Iceland is fueled 
by geothermal energy) with a refreshing glass of Icelandic 
beer, cocktail or hot toddy in hand, because, if the sky is clear, 
you’ll be enveloped by the Aurora Borealis (Northern Lights). 
The award-winning chef serves up stellar cuisine, in a modern 
dining room with natural elements like stone and wood, along 
with local delicacies like Icelandic lobster, and Skyr, the best 
yogurt you’ve ever had.  

Deplar, one of 11 very special properties under the Eleven 
Experience umbrella, is a hauntingly beautiful, memorable 
spot that you will want to come back to. I know I do. 
elevenexperience.com            —Rona Berg

Land of the Vikings
At Deplar Farm in northern Iceland, an experience that you will never forget
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