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ISN’T IT 
ROMANTIC

NORTHERN LIGHTS

Inside 8 Exquisite Weddings

Exciting Adventures in Iceland





One adventure tribe takes the land of 
freezing ice and fiery skies to the next level.

BY CORRY COOK 
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I
celand continues to be red hot. Not since the days of the Vikings
have so many set foot on the tiny island, and 2018 is predicted to be
another record year for Icelandic tourism. Iceland’s ratio of tourists
to inhabitants is among the highest in the world—and for good
reason: the thermal, lunar-like landscape offers up plenty of natural
wonders to explore. Adventurers can experience bursting geysers,
tumbling waterfalls, and massive mountainous national parks all in
the course of a single day. Yet not all holidays are created equal, and
Gentry set out to discover how the elite traveler masters Iceland
these days.

The adventure capitalist. The tenacious innovator. The alpha
explorer. Those in the know avoid the tourist mania entirely by

going direct to the remote Fljot valley in Northern Iceland. There, the bespoke experi-
ential travel company Eleven Experience greets them with a personalized touch. The
ultra-private adventure outfit delivers the finest luxury lodging combined with guided
outdoor adventure on mountains, in the backcountry, and on the water for guests of all
speeds and skill levels. 

A crown jewel in the Eleven Experience portfolio, Deplar Farm is a 28,000-square-
foot lodge located on Iceland’s remote Troll Peninsula. It is a lavish safe haven from
modern life. More like the ultimate home away from home than the usual luxury retreat,
Deplar Farm is representative of Eleven Experience’s unique approach to luxury accom-
modations: distinct lodges, chalets, and beach houses miles from the main roads and
crowded tourist hubs. These all-inclusive go-to hideouts cater to discerning travelers
from around the world. Gentry was among a select group of international writers, pho-
tographers, and influencers invited to experience Deplar Farm firsthand. 

Adventure By Design
Visitors often exclaim that Iceland is “out of this world,” when, in
reality, flights to Iceland take about five hours from New York and
Boston, and only about eight hours from San Francisco. Most
guests at Deplar Farm take advantage of the pristine runway built
for private aviation, just steps away from the front door. 

Created by No. 12 Interiors in London, Deplar Farm’s design is
truly special. The exterior of the building features a Scandinavian
grass-sod roof and black timber cladding. Floor-to-ceiling win-
dows provide incredible views over the surrounding wilderness,
framing the snow-covered mountains and waterways. Richly
woven textiles, thick Moroccan rugs, textured wallpapers, and local
Icelandic blankets cozy things up throughout the property.  

The décor of Deplar Farm’s 13 rooms combines comfort and
simplicity with modern but understated furniture. While the fur-
niture was sourced from Scandinavia, local materials were used
wherever possible: the bathrooms were done in basalt harvested
from columns in the Greenland Sea; local river stone was used for
both the dining room and living room fireplaces; and washed- 
up driftwood released from Siberian permafrost can be seen
throughout the bar.  

“I’m telling you, the look and feel here is remarkable,” my fel-
low guest Sara, a social media influencer from Canada, remarked
during our regrettably brief 72-hour stay. “The designers have
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absolutely outdone themselves—converting a
sheep farm into a modern dream that cele-
brates traditional Icelandic architecture via
modern design.” 

“Deplar Farm is considered ‘Scandinavian
Mid-Century’ rather than Farmhouse,” she
continued. “In a climate with harsh arctic
winters, they have created a warm environ-
ment. Brilliantly, the rustic aesthetic of the
place has been maintained, creating the right
balance between rugged and refined.”

Northern Iceland itself is both rugged and
beautiful; the landscape serves as an epic
backdrop to whatever activity you have in
mind. Deplar Farm is known for its sensa-
tional light shows—vivid, bright, colorful, and
dramatic. Located at the edge of the Arctic

Circle with extremely long nights, your chances for a “Northern Lights” sighting at
Deplar are relatively high for eight months a year, from early September to the end of
April. With this in mind, there is no shortage of stunning views and places to enjoy the
vast, raw landscapes and miracles of nature that only Iceland can deliver.     

My first sighting of the Northern Lights came as I floated in the lodge’s geothermal
infinity indoor-outdoor pool (set at a soothing 38/39 degrees Celsius). Swimming up
to the merriment at the pool’s partially submerged bar, I chose a cocktail and slid into
one of the built-in lounge chairs. It felt just like a front-row seat for the grandest movie
screen. On this gorgeous clear night, our group of revelers was almost delirious with

anticipation. 
Suddenly it happened: a luminous pale glow expanded and took on a

slightly greenish cast, and soon, the skies over the mountains began to
move. The ghostly glow lit up the sky with no particular pattern, like a
curtain rippling in the wind. It felt like watching a celestial dance per-
formed just for us. 

When it comes to the Northern Lights, there is a clear divide between
those who have seen them, and those who have not. After all, there are no
guarantees; while everyone can “chase” the phenomenon, not everyone
actually gets to see the miracle in action. At Deplar Farm, the Northern
Lights come to you. I was transfixed and will remember it vividly my
entire life. No dip in water will ever be the same. 

Hope Floats
Iceland, by nature, is all about water experiences, natural and man-made.
Every Icelandic town, no matter how small, has its own pool. These pub-
lic pools, or sundlaugs, serve as the communal heart of Iceland, sacred
places that are viewed as kind of an automatic privilege. 

Deplar offers guests the privilege of access to two i-sopod Epsom salt
float tanks. Famed for transporting the user to a new world of absolute
calm and tranquility, the i-sopod is like an impenetrable silent sanctuary,
designed to ensure all anxieties and stress simply drift away. 

Floating inside one of these luxurious and pricey pods is said to
improve heart and circulatory health, reduce irregular heartbeats, lower
blood pressure, flush toxins and heavy metals from the cells, ease muscle



pain, and help the body eliminate harmful substances. An hour in the pod seems like
minutes, so calming and natural that you might not know where the water ends and
your body begins. 

Up to Eleven
The spirited competition for “best moment” at Deplar Farm all stems from the 1984
cult-movie classic, This Is Spinal Tap. Infamous guitarist Nigel Tufnel proudly demon-
strates an amplifier whose volume knob is marked from zero to 11, instead of the usual
zero to 10. A pop-culture idiom was born: “These go to 11” describes something that
exceeds its perceived upper bounds. 

To differentiate his brand, Eleven Experience founder Chad Pike embraced the idea
of taking the guest experience up a notch and beyond its presumed limit. It’s certainly
working. The kooky and clever Eleven Experience crew is what makes all these adven-
tures possible. From their eclectic taste in music, their insane knowledge of local history,
or their ability to pull off a joke (albeit sometimes inappropriate), this is a group of indi-
viduals who will make your experience “next-level” no matter what. 

You came to have a once-in-a-lifetime experience, and they don’t stop until you get
there. Rain or shine. If you can’t heli-ski, you can surf. If you can’t trek, you can hit the hot
springs. Fish aren’t biting? How about sea-kayaking? And after you’ve done it all, enjoy
Deplar’s state-of-the-art spa, workout facilities, and endless places to lounge and
unwind, wine, and dine. Entertainment includes a vast library, screening room,
pool table, foosball, darts, and additional toys for all ages. The bar’s loft features a
stage equipped with any instrument needed to kick-start a spontaneous band
night (which happens often). And karaoke parties are frequent and fierce. Bottom
line—hanging out with the Eleven crew always means something incredible is
going to happen.  

It’s a Draw
Among my fellow guests, the one-upmanship continued throughout our stay,
including stories of second-to-none snowmobiling on glaciers, snorkeling between
tectonic plates, riding Icelandic horses on the beach, and spotting humpback
whales close enough to touch. 

On our last night, one of our guides, Eurie, let us know the sky was particu-
larly wild that evening. We walked out into the night air, and our gregarious
chatter died down quickly. The night was absolutely silent. I scanned the hori-
zon. At the sound of collective gasps from my new friends, it dawned on me to
look straight up: our best Aurora sighting yet. Dazzling green waves were undu-
lating across the sky as we oohed and aahed. 

My eyes stopped to focus on a small ball of light on the horizon, bright, white,
and round. Its beauty was as beguiling as the Northern Lights, and similarly, my
brain scrambled to process what I was seeing. At first I suspected I was imagin-
ing it. I blinked, but when I opened my eyes again the light was still there, and
my companions saw it too.

The ball of fire that seemed to be a hundred kilometers away, suddenly looked
bigger, even closer. Instinctively, I started backing up slowly as it appeared to hur-
tle its way right at us. But then the ball of light just sailed over our heads, petering
out as it passed over the valley. Everybody jumped and shouted and went wild with
elation and excitement at seeing something utterly gorgeous and dumfounding. 

Later, we found out it was an actual meteor. “Forget it, my friends—that beats
them all,” I said as our awestruck group of voyagers left for the airport. This one
definitely went to Eleven. �
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