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 The XXX

The al fresco  
main villa  
dining room

GIARDINO MOUNTAIN
Champfèr, St. Moritz

Settle in by a crackling fire while 
listening to some live music at the 

intimate Giardino Mountain in 
Champfèr near St. Moritz. Rise 

early to catch the gondola to 
Corviglia to ski down a freshly bashed 

piste before anyone else, then indulge in an 
ayurvedic treatment at the hotel’s Dipiù Spa, 

before visiting the salon to ensure you’re appropriately 
coiffed for dinner at the two-Michelin-starred Ecco 

restaurant. For the full experience book in for the White 
Week package, including ski pass, rental and guidance, 

all-inclusive dinners at Restaurant Guardalej (Asian, Italian 
and regional dishes) and Stüva (traditional Engadine), a 

massage, and “adventure ride with a snowgroomer.”
Available December 10-18 and January 7-22.

From Dhs9,055 per person. Giardino-mountain.ch

FESTIVE 
ESCAPES

From private jets to 
exclusive decks, piste 
to pool, here’s where 

to book for some 
R&R this winter 

and beyond

CARLTON HOTEL ST. MORITZ St. Moritz
For serious snow bunnies, the Carlton Hotel St. Moritz 
are offering several packages to really get to know the 
slopes of the Upper Engadin. Hire Urs, the new ‘outdoor 
butler,’ as your mountain guide, a former ski instructor 
who has lived in St. Moritz for more than 30 years and 
can escort you off the beaten track. Or hurtle down the 
slopes alongside a professional in the form of five-time 
Swiss champion Daniel Mahrer or Marc Girardelli, the 
five-time Ski World Cup winner. With days starting at 
9am and ending at 4pm, it’s a good thing the hotel has a 
spa and a Bentley Limousine service to save those aching 
thighs. Available from December 16-25 March. 
From Dhs3,261 per night. Carlton-stmoritz.ch

SKI 
RESORTS

Tartiflette, chocolat chaud 
and stylish stays to get on 

piste this winter
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Giardino 
Mountain in 
Champfèr,
St. Moritz

From top: A view 
of the Carlton Hotel 
St. Moritz; a suite 
at the Carlton Hotel 
St. Moritz

The Mountain 
Suite at Giardino 

Mountain



 The ESCAPE
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1. Peter Pilotto 
at Matches Fashion 
Top, Dhs2,785 
 
2. Prada at Net-
a-Porter Gloves, 
Dhs1,214  

3. Fusalp 
Salopettes, Dhs995

4. Charlotte Simone 
at Shopbop Hat 
Dhs470

5. Moncler 
Coat, Dhs3,005

6. Illesteva 
Sunglasses, Dhs697

THE LANGHAM London
Experience British festive luxury in 
the heart of London at The 
Langham, a stone’s throw from 
Oxford Circus. According to head 
concierge Rashid Ali, don’t miss 
the Santa’s grottos at Harrods and 
Hamley’s, ice skating at Somerset 
House, singalong carols at the 
Royal Albert Hall, the enormous 
Norwegian Christmas tree in 
Trafalgar Square and the special 
Christmas lights show at Kew 
Gardens. And for something truly 
unforgettable, see London’s 
Christmas lights from a private 
helicopter tour over the Thames. 
Until January 8, the hotel is 
offering the Christmas Break 
London package, which includes a 
Regent Street privilege card 
offering 10 per cent off in many 
stores, a gift from Asprey and daily 
English breakfast. From Dhs1,489 
per night; Langhamhotels.com

CITY 
BREAK

Historic London hotels 
for a traditional 

festive experience

BROWN’S HOTEL London
Opened in the heart of Mayfair 

in 1837, Brown’s Hotel is old 
school London. The Rocco Forte 
hotel has teamed up with another 

luxury British institution for 
their Mayfair Christmas with 

Smythson package. It includes a 
night in a suite at Brown’s, a 

bottle of bubbles on arrival, full 
English breakfast and a gift of 

either Smythson cufflinks or 
jewellery box, in brown or teal 

leather, which can be 
personalised with your initials. 

Set just off Bond Street, Brown’s 
is a prime Christmas shopping 
spot, surrounded by boutiques 

and galleries offering an 
unrivalled selection of fashion 

and art. The Mayfair Christmas 
with Smythson suite package is 

available until January 8. From 
Dhs4,400 per night; 
Roccofortehotels.com 

Hôtel Barrière Les 
Neiges, Courcheval

The Langham, 
London

Brown’s Hotel, 
London

WHAT 
TO 

PACK

HÔTEL BARRIÈRE LES  
NEIGES Courcheval
Nowhere in the French Alps beats 
Courcheval for sheer unadulterated luxury. 
Adding to the offering of sleek hotels and 
chalets, French boutique hotel group 
Barrière open their first mountain hotel this 
December. With 42 rooms and suites over 
seven floors, Hôtel Barrière Les Neiges is 
intimate while offering the trappings of a 
larger resort, such as three restaurants, 
cinema room, spa, indoor pool and outdoor 
Jacuzzi. Right on the Bellecote piste of 
Courcheval 1850, the ski-in, ski-out chalet 
also has a resident ski valet who will ensure 
your skis are primped to perfection and 
carried to the piste for you. 
Hotelsbarriere.com



 The ESCAPE

LUPITA ISLAND Tanzania
Looking for an island upon which to house up to 
30 adventurous friends for your own Out of Africa 

experience? Try the magical Lupita Island, located on 
Lake Tanganyika in western Tanzania, the second 

longest and deepest lake in the world. The 130-acre 
retreat is peppered with 13 cottages, each with a 

traditional thatch living area and terrace with bath, 
waterfall showers and individual plunge pools. Lupita 
combines marine and land safaris, with guests able to 

explore both the bush and the newly appointed 
Marine Conservation Area between Lupita and the 

neighbouring island of Ulwile. Order a picnic on the 
beach before snorkeling, followed by a massage in the 

Lupita Spa and a dinner of fresh Nile perch in the 
restaurant. Lupita Island can be hired exclusively for 

Dhs106,500 per day. Lupitaisland.com 

SUN 
CHASING

Beach or safari, 
escape to the 

wilderness

COCO BODU HITHI Maldives
While you can choose to while away the festive period on your private deck overlooking 
crystal waters, the more energetically inclined will find plenty to occupy themselves at 
Coco Bodu Hithi. Throughout the festive season the 100 villa tear-shaped resort in the 
Maldives boasts a packed schedule of activities for adults and children. From kids yoga 
on the beach, family kayaking trips, and a Santa’s grotto, to Christmas eve gala dinners 

and couple’s spa retreats. That said, there’s nothing wrong with staying on the 
deck with a good book. From Dhs3,511; Cocoboduhithi.com

Above and below: Lupita 
Island, Tanzania

The landing jetty at 
Coco Bodu Hithi in 

the Maldives
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WHAT 
TO 

PACK
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1. Bex Rox 
London at Farfetch 
Necklace, Dhs6,420 
 
2. Zimmermann
at Net-a-Porter
Swimsuit, Dhs2,8420  

3. March 11 
Dress, Dhs3,117

4. OTT 
Skirt, Dhs900

5. Dolce & Gabbana 
Sunglasses, Dhs4,687

6. Muzungu Sisters 
at Net-a-Porter 
Bag, Dhs825



Nature at its best, 
the view from Il 
Mare restaurant

FASQUE CASTLE Scotland
Play Monarch of the Glen at Fasque Castle, a baronial mansion 

formerly home to British Prime Minister William Gladstone and set 
in the midst of a 400-acre country estate in the Scottish Highlands. 

Fly in by helicopter and bring your friends and family for a lavish-yet-
cosy Christmas in the 19-bedroom castle. Ampersand Travel offer three 

nights exclusive use over Christmas at Fasque Castle from Dhs96,127, 
hearty Scottish breakfast included; Ampersandtravel.com

Step aboard the Four Seasons 
Hotels and Resorts own private jet 
for an ultimate, once-in-a-lifetime 
travel experience. Either book a 

seat for a couple of you or hire the 
entire thing for a group of friends. 

In 2017, Four Seasons have 
teamed up with Copenhagen-
based Noma, and its head chef 

René Redzepi for new three-week 
Culinary Discoveries tours. The 
first, to be held in May 2017, will 
take guests around the world 
sampling cuisines from Seoul, 

Tokyo, Hong Kong and Chiang Mai 
to Mumbai, Florence, Lisbon, 

Copenhagen and, finally, Paris. Or, 
try International Intrigue, a 24-day 

whistlestop tour of Seattle, 
Kyoto, Beijing, the Maldives, 

the Serengeti, Budapest, 
St. Petersburg, 

Marrakech and Boston. 
Itineraries start from Dhs389,338, 

including all travel, meals 
and accommodation. 

Fourseasons.com

TRAVEL IN STYLE

CANAL HUIS 58 Amsterdam
Amsterdam is famed for its 18th-century townhouses set along 

its picturesque web of canals, steeped in history. Once the 
property of a Golden Age merchant, Canal Huis 58 is situated 

at the meeting of two canals right in the heart of old 
Amsterdam, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The property, 
which is available for private hire only, sleeps 10 among its 
collection of antique furniture, books and art. Explore the 

waterways on the house’s own private boat or rattle along the 
cobbles on a bicycle, in true Amsterdam style, to see 

Rembrandt and Vermeer’s paintings in the Rijksmuseum. 
From Dhs11,721; Elevenexperience.com

Fasque Castle in the 
Scottish Highlands

Canal Huis 58, 
Amsterdam

BRUERN COTTAGES Cotswolds
Situated in the heart of the picturesque Costwolds in 

the United Kingdom, Bruern Cottages offers luxurious 
English country living across 12 individual properties.

The elegant Victorian lodgings are set within four-acres 
of countryside with stunning private gardens and an 
on-grounds spa, pool and gym, each cottage boasting 
exceptional country-chic decor with canopied or four 
poster beds, antique furniture and cosy log fires, all 
with a luxurious attention to detail (think Downton 
Abbey-meets-modern day). You’ll be greeted with a 
welcome basket of the finest champagne and luxury 

essentials from the local farms to start your self-catering 
stay before indulging in escapism. It’s postcard 
perfection. Cottages sleep between two and 10. 

From Dhs1,700 per night (sleeps two), 
Bruern-holiday-cottages.co.uk

PERIOD 
DRAMA

Historical properties to hire 
from the canals of Amsterdam 

to the lochs of Scotland

The drawing room 
of Weir House

Weir House 
sleeps 10
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